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Carri-on 
Recording:
Establishing a Recording 
Scheme & working with
Museums



Silphidae Recording Scheme
o Started in May 2016

o Co-run by Ashleigh Whiffin, Matthew Esh & Richard Wright

o Current activity:

Verifying records on
Recruiting more recorders
Hosting ID workshops
Raising awareness via social media

@SilphidaeUk
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Raising Awareness:

Facebook – picking up records/ID help

Twitter: @SilphidaeUk

#SilphidaeSunday 

Instagram: #CarrionClub

YouTube: UKSilphidae

Insects & other invertebrates of Britain & Europe
Beetles of Britain & Ireland
Moth Trap Intruders UK

GIFs

@SilphidaeUk



Recruiting Recorders

@SilphidaeUk



Nicrophorus 
vespilliodes

Nicrophorus 
interrruptus

Nicrophorus 
vespillo

Nicrophorus 
vestigator

Nicrophorus 
humator

Species Attracted to Light

Nicrophorus 
investigator

Necrodes 
littoralis
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Recruiting 
Moth Recorders

@SilphidaeUk



Recruiting Moth Recorders
o Reaching out via social media

o Attended Butterfly Conservation (BC)

o Producing articles for BC newsletters

@SilphidaeUk

36,000 members

Scottish Recorders Meeting 

© Keith Kerr



@SilphidaeUk

Could we…

kill two bugs with one stone?



@SilphidaeUk

… and work with other schemes



Identification Keys

First interactive key!

Link available on the scheme page: 
http://www.coleoptera.org.uk/silphidae/home

Credit: Richard Wright @SilphidaeUk

http://www.coleoptera.org.uk/silphidae/home


Nicrophorus species with orange markings

N. investigator

N. vespilloides

Clubs of antennae = Black
Thorax = Hairless

N. vestigator

Long yellow hairs at front margin of thorax

No yellow hairs on thorax

N. vespillo

N. interrruptus

Hairs only at 
front of thorax 

Hind tibia = 
curved

Hairs over most 
of thorax 

Hind tibia = 
straight

Front orange band = 
continuous

Yellow hairs on final 
abdominal segment

Front orange band = 
interrupted

Yellow hairs on all 
abdominal segments

@SilphidaeUk
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Training Recorders

3 workshops hosted so far:

o Edge Hill University

o Liverpool World Museum

o Berrycroft Hub

Upcoming:

o FSC Biolinks (Matt)

o Fife Records Centre (Ash)



N. investigator
Widespread 

N. vespilloides
Widespread & abundant N. vestigator

Scarce

N. vespillo
Widespread

N. interrruptus
Local

N. humator

Forests/Fields
Nocturnal
March-Sept

Forests
Diurnal
April-Nov

Fields
Nocturnal/
Crepuscular
May-Sept

All Types
Crepuscular
May-Sept

Fields
Sometimes Forests

Crepuscular
July-Sept

Nicrophorus species: Ecology

Fields
?Nocturnal
April-Oct

@SilphidaeUk

Widespread & abundant



Dendroxena quadrimaculata 

©Ross Piper

o Predatory on lepidopteran larvae
o Associated with Oak trees
o Active: April-July*

@SilphidaeUk

The Caterpillar Hunter



Rare species

Silpha carinata Great Ridge Wood, Wiltshire 

@SilphidaeUk



Ashleigh Whiffin 

Silphidae Recording Scheme           
National Museums Scotland

So how do 
museums 
fit in?



@NtlMuseumsScot

Museum Collections



National Museums Scotland World Museum Liverpool

Bristol Museum

@SilphidaeUk

Museum Collections



Assisting with Research

Phosphuga atrata

© Meg Skinner

@SilphidaeUk

Network of recorders to call upon if voucher specimens needed.
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Assisting with Research

Donations of larval specimens will help me to 
create a key larvae…
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The 
Challenges



Record Shots

© Robert Homan©Glen Maddison
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Record Shots

© Robert Homan©Glen Maddison
© Martin Harvey
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@SilphidaeUk

Data Analysis
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If you have any 
recommendations 
or can offer help –
please let us know!

o Previously on hold until we had 
enough records to play with

o Currently exploring
different approaches



@SilphidaeUk

There is never enough TIME to do everything!

o Work as a team & share the load

o Seek advice from other NRS organisers

o Be realistic about your targets

o Set aside some 
o time for other 
o life activities

What I’ve learnt:



The scheme would like to thank: 
Martin Harvey (BRC), Jodey Peyton (BRC), Darren Mann 
(OUMNH), Max Barclay (NHM), Helen Roy (CEH), Tony 
Hunter (WML), Gary Hedges (NML), Bonnie Griffin 
(Bristol Museum), Jeanne Robinson (Hunterian), Sally-
Ann Spence (Berrycroft Hub), Richard Loxton, Ed 
Ivimey-Cook, and all our brilliant recorders! 

E-mail: silphidae@brc.ac.uk@AshWhiffin @SilphidaeUk

a.whiffin@nms.ac.uk


